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such birds, pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 353, he reported the concurrent
resolution back to the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the concurrent resolu-
tion.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include any extraneous material on H.
Con. Res. 275, the concurrent resolu-
tion just agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Utah?

There was no objection.
f

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR DEMO-
CRATICALLY ELECTED GOVERN-
MENT OF COLOMBIA AND ITS EF-
FORTS TO COUNTER THREATS
FROM U.S.-DESIGNATED FOREIGN
TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS
Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 358) expressing support
for the democratically elected Govern-
ment of Colombia and its efforts to
counter threats from United States-
designated foreign terrorist organiza-
tions.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 358

Whereas the democratically elected Gov-
ernment of Colombia, led by President An-
dres Pastrana, is the legitimate authority in
the oldest representative democracy in
South America;

Whereas the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Attorney General and the
Secretary of the Treasury, is required to des-
ignate as foreign terrorist organizations
those groups whose activities threaten the
security of United States nationals or the
national security interests of the United
States pursuant to section 219 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act;

Whereas the Secretary of State has des-
ignated three Colombian terrorist groups as
foreign terrorist organizations, including the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC), the United Self-Defense Forces of
Colombia (AUC), and the National Libera-
tion Army (ELN);

Whereas all three United States-designated
foreign terrorist organizations regularly en-
gage in criminal acts, including murder, kid-
napping, and extortion perpetrated against
Colombian civilians, government officials,
security forces, and against foreign nation-
als, including United States citizens;

Whereas the FARC is holding five Colom-
bian legislators, a presidential candidate,
and Colombian police and army officers and
soldiers as hostages and has recently esca-
lated bombings against civilian targets, in-
cluding a foiled attempt to destroy the city
of Bogota’s principal water reservoir;

Whereas, according to the Colombian Gov-
ernment, the FARC has received training in
terrorist techniques and technology from
foreign nationals;

Whereas, since 1992, United States-des-
ignated foreign terrorist organizations in Co-

lombia have committed serious crimes
against United States citizens, kidnapping
more than 50 Americans and murdering at
least ten Americans;

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration believes that members of the FARC
and the AUC directly engage in narcotics
trafficking;

Whereas individual members of Colombia’s
security forces have collaborated with illegal
paramilitary organizations by, inter alia, in
some instances allowing such organizations
to pass through roadblocks, sharing tactical
information with such organizations, and
providing such organizations with supplies
and ammunition;

Whereas while the Colombian Government
has made progress in its efforts to combat
and capture members of illegal paramilitary
organizations and taken positive steps to
break links between individual members of
the security forces and such organizations,
further steps by the Colombian Government
are warranted;

Whereas in 1998 Colombian President An-
dres Pastrana began exhaustive efforts to ne-
gotiate a peace agreement with the FARC
and implemented extraordinary confidence-
building measures to advance these negotia-
tions, including establishing a 16,000-square-
mile safe haven for the FARC;

Whereas the Government of Colombia has
also undertaken substantial efforts to nego-
tiate a peace agreement with the ELN;

Whereas the United States has consist-
ently supported the Government of Colom-
bia’s protracted efforts to negotiate a peace
agreement with the FARC and supports the
Government of Colombia in its continuing
efforts to reach a negotiated agreement with
the ELN;

Whereas the United States would welcome
a negotiated, political solution to end the vi-
olence in Colombia;

Whereas, after the FARC hijacked a com-
mercial airplane and took Colombian Sen-
ator Jorge Eduardo Gechem Turbay as a hos-
tage into the government-created safe haven,
President Pastrana ended his government’s
sponsorship of the peace negotiations with
the FARC and ordered Colombia’s security
forces to re-establish legitimate govern-
mental control in the safe haven;

Whereas President Pastrana has received
strong expressions of support from foreign
governments and international organizations
for his decision to end the peace talks and
dissolve the FARC’s safe haven; and

Whereas the Government of Colombia’s ne-
gotiations with the ELN are continuing de-
spite the end of the negotiations with the
FARC: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—
(1) the House of Representatives—
(A) expresses its support for the democrat-

ically elected Government of Colombia and
the Colombian people as they strive to pro-
tect their democracy from terrorism and the
scourge of illicit narcotics; and

(B) deplores the continuing criminal ter-
rorist acts of murder, abduction, and extor-
tion carried out by all United States-des-
ignated foreign terrorist organizations in Co-
lombia against United States citizens, the ci-
vilian population of Colombia, and Colom-
bian authorities; and

(2) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the President, without
undue delay, should transmit to Congress for
its consideration proposed legislation, con-
sistent with United States law regarding the
protection of human rights, to assist the
Government of Colombia protect its democ-
racy from United States-designated foreign
terrorist organizations and the scourge of il-
licit narcotics; and

(3) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the Secretary of State

should designate a high-ranking official to
coordinate all United States assistance to
the Government of Colombia to ensure clar-
ity of United States policy and the effective
delivery of United States support.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HYDE) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume.
I rise in strong support of this resolu-

tion. In our ongoing war on terrorism,
we have an extremely volatile situa-
tion in our own hemisphere that can-
not be ignored any longer: the threat
against democracy in Colombia.

Colombia has been beset by many
years of violence that have culminated
in numerous terrorist attacks in the
past month. This oldest representative
democracy in South America is under
attack as we speak by terrorists known
as the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, otherwise known as the
FARC, another violent left-wing group,
the National Liberation Army, known
also by its Spanish acronym ELN, and
illegal right-wing paramilitary groups.
The Secretary of State has designated
all three groups as foreign terrorist or-
ganizations that threaten the security
of the United States and our citizens.
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These groups regularly engage in
criminal acts, such as murder, kidnap-
ping, extortion and narcotics traf-
ficking. They are currently holding
captive dozens of Colombian security
force officers, soldiers and civilians.
The FARC and the ELN have kid-
napped more than 50 Americans and
have murdered 10 of our citizens.

Colombian President Pastrana in-
vested his presidency, indeed his entire
political fortune, in an attempt to ne-
gotiate peace with the FARC for the
past 4 years. This protracted peace
process ended February 20 when the
FARC hijacked a commercial airliner
and kidnapped a prominent Colombian
senator, the leader of the Colombian
Senate Peace Commission. The senator
is now the fifth legislator being held
captive by the FARC.

On that same day, President
Pastrana ordered the Colombian mili-
tary into the 16,000 square mile demili-
tarized zone that he ceded to the FARC
in his efforts to negotiate peace. Since
that time, the FARC has waged even
more bloody terrorism against the Co-
lombian Government, its democratic
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